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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

Applicants arguments filed 11/1/06 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 
Pages 6 and 7: 

The applicant argues that the external apparatus and communication unit are a 
remote controller and the IR communication port on the broadcast receiver. While the 
applicant's drawings do suggest this, the claim language does not clearly disclose this. 
The interpretation of the communication unit being the headend and the external 
apparatus being the STB is a valid one. The rejection stands. 

Claim Objections 

Claim 10 is objected to because of the following informalities: The final two 
paragraphs are worded poorly. It is not clear when the system "transmits the extracted 
button data," where this data goes. Also, is the remote (read external apparatus) 
creating an email and transmitting it somewhere? If yes, where and how is this 
transmitted. The claim will be rejected as it is interpreted. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 
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(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claim 8 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Portuesi. 

Referring to claim 8, Portuesi discloses a separation unit separating video data, 
video associated data, and button data linked with the video associated data from 
broadcast wave (fig. 5, element 68; column 9, lines 35-58; column 6, lines 30-42); 

a memory that accumulates the separated button data (figure 3, box 30; column 
6, lines 25-30); 

a display unit displaying the video separated by said separation unit (display 
window 28, Figure 4; hotspot 40, Figure 4); 

a communication unit receiving a command from an external apparatus 
requesting for the video associated data, and transmitting the video associated data to 
the external apparatus to be displayed on the external apparatus (fig. 5, element 52 
transmits information that element 56 requests; Element 56 then displays the 
information on element 70). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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Claim 9 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Portuesi 
in view of Blackketter. 

Referring to claim 9, Portuesi discloses a still picture production unit producing 
still picture from the video data, wherein said communication unit transmits button data, 
and the still picture produced by said still picture production unit to the external 
apparatus to be displayed on the external apparatus (fig. 5, element 52 transmits 
information that element 56 requests; Element 56 then displays the information on 
element 70). 

Portuesi does not disclose a unit wherein a button is retrieved from the memory 
among the accumulated button data. 

Blackketter discloses a unit wherein a button is retrieved from the memory 
among the accumulated button data (column 8, lines 38-45 and 49-53). 

At the time of the invention it would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in 
the art to add the retrieving the trigger from memory, as taught by Blackketter, in the 
unit disclosed by Portuesi. The motivation would have been to enable the triggers to be 
sent during low bandwidth periods. 

Claim 10 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Portuesi 
in view of Vertelney. 

Referring to claim 10, Portuesi discloses a broadcast receiver apparatus, 
comprising: 
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a separation unit separating (figure 5, part 68), from a broadcast wave (figure 5, 
part 54), video (figure 5, part 70), video associated data, and button data linked with the 
video associated data (figure 5, part 72); 

a memory that accumulates the separated button data (column 6, lines 25-30); 

a display unit displaying the video separated by said separation unit (figure 5, 
part 70); 

a first communication unit (figure 5, part 56), upon receiving an externally applied 
command (figure 5, part 62) from an external apparatus (figure 5, part 52) provided 
separately from the broadcast receiver apparatus and operated by a user, extracts the 
button data from the memory (column 9, lines 35-58). 

Portuesi does not disclose a system that transmits the extracted button data, and 
receiving an electronic mail from the external apparatus, the external apparatus having 
a mail production unit for producing the electronic mail; and 

a second communication unit transmitting the electronic mail received by said 
first communication unit. 

Vertelney discloses a system that transmits the extracted button data, and 
receiving an electronic mail from the external apparatus, the external apparatus having 
a mail production unit for producing the electronic mail; and 

a second communication unit transmitting the electronic mail received by said 
first communication unit (column 14, lines 28-34). 

At the time it would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art to add 
the URL emailing taught by Vertelney to the system disclosed by Portuesi. The 
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motivation would have been to enable the sharing of information without transferring a 
lot of data, by just sending the URL. 

Claim 11 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Portuesi 
in view of Vertelney as applied to the claims above, and further in view of Lortz. 

Referring to claim 1 1 , Portuesi and Vertelney do not disclose a broadcast 
receiver apparatus according to claim 10, further comprising: a still picture production 
unit producing a still picture from the video separated by said separation unit, wherein 
said first communication unit transmits the button data included in the data separated by 
said separation unit and the still picture produced by said still picture production unit to 
the external apparatus. 

Lortz discloses a broadcast receiver apparatus according to claim 10, further 
comprising: a still picture production unit producing a still picture from the video 
separated by said separation unit, wherein said first communication unit transmits the 
button data included in the data separated by said separation unit and the still picture 
produced by said still picture production unit to the external apparatus (column 2, lines 
15-20). 

At the time of the invention it would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in 
the art to add the still image processing taught by Lortz to the system disclosed by 
Portuesi and Vertelney. The motivation would have been that pausing the television 
signal would enable the user to click on the link without worrying about missing the 
television program. 
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Claim 12 is rejected. under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Bendinelli in view of Portuesi. 

Referring to claim 12, Bendinelli discloses a remote controller, comprising: 

a communication unit (figure 4, parts 54 and 36) receiving data and an image 
from an external apparatus (figure 4, part 52), the external apparatus being provided 
independently from the remote controller and having a separation unit separating, from 
a broadcast wave, video as a source of the image, video associated data, and button 
data linked with the video associated data (figure d); 

a display unit displaying the image received by said communication unit and 
displaying a button on said image based on the button data (figure 4, parts 38 and 56); 

a select unit selecting a button displayed by said display unit, said display unit 
displaying the video associated data corresponding to the button selected by said select 
unit (column 4, lines 53-58). 

Bendinelli does not disclose a system with a memory that accumulates the 
separated button data; and a button data retrieval unit retrieving button data associated 
with the button selected by the select unit from the memory among the accumulated 
button data. 

Portuesi discloses a system with a memory that accumulates the separated 
button data (figure 3, box 30; column 6, lines 25-30); and a button data retrieval unit 
retrieving button data associated with the button selected by the select unit from the 
memory among the accumulated button data (column 9, lines 35-58). 
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At the time of the invention it would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in 
the art to add the button memory taught by Portuesi to the system disclosed by 
Bendinelli. The motivation would have been to enable the user to review the URLs after 
they were displayed so as they would not need to interrupt their television viewing. 

Claims 13-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Bendinelli in view of Portuesi in view of Vertelney. 

Referring to claim 13, Bendinelli discloses a remote controller, comprising: 

a communication unit (figure 4, parts 54 and 36) receiving data and an image 
from an external apparatus (figure 4, part 52), the external apparatus being provided 
independently from the remote controller and having a separation unit separating, from 
a broadcast wave, video as a source of the image, video associated data, and button 
data linked with the video associated data (figure 2); 

a display unit displaying the image received by said communication unit and 
displaying a button on said image based on the button data (figure 4, parts 38 and 56); 

a select unit selecting a button displayed by said display unit, said display unit 
displaying the video associated data corresponding to the button selected by said select 
unit (column 4, lines 53-58). 

Bendinelli does not disclose a system with a memory that accumulates the 
separated button data; and a button data retrieval unit retrieving button data associated 
with the button selected by the select unit from the memory among the accumulated 
button data. 
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Portuesi discloses a system with a memory that accumulates the separated 
button data (figure 3, box 30; column 6, lines 25-30); and a button data retrieval unit 
retrieving button data associated with the button selected by the select unit from the 
memory among the accumulated button data (column 9, lines 35-58). 

At the time of the invention it would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in 
the art to add the button memory taught by Portuesi to the system disclosed by 
Bendinelli. The motivation would have been to enable the user to review the URLs after 
they were displayed so as they would not need to interrupt their television viewing. 

Bendinelli and Portuesi do not disclose a system with a mail production unit 
referring to button data corresponding to the button data selected by said select unit, 
and producing said electronic mail. 

Vertelney discloses a system, with a mail production unit referring to button data 
corresponding to the button data selected by said select unit, and producing said 
electronic mail (column 14, lines 28-34). 

At the time it would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art to add 
the URL emailing taught by Vertelney to the system disclosed by Bendinelli and 
Portuesi. The motivation would have been to enable the sharing of information without 
transferring a lot of data, by just sending the URL. 

Referring to claim 14, Bendinelli and Portuesi do not disclose a remote controller 
according to claim 13, wherein said mail production unit produces said electronic mail 
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using a template included in button data corresponding to the button selected by said 
select unit. 

Vertelney discloses a remote controller according to claim 13, wherein said mail 
production unit produces said electronic mail using a template included in button data 
corresponding to the button selected by said select unit (figure 6). 

At the time of the invention it would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in 
the art to include the template taught by Vertelney to the system disclosed by Bendinelli 
and Portuesi. The motivation would have been that creating a system wide email 
template makes the system easier to use by creating a unified presentation of 
information. 

Referring to claim 15, Bendinelli and Portuesi do not disclose a remote controller 
according to claim 13, wherein said mail production unit produces said electronic mail 
using a mail address included in button data corresponding to the button selected by 
said select unit. 

Vertelney discloses a remote controller according to claim 13, wherein said mail 
production unit produces said electronic mail using a mail address included in button 
data corresponding to the button selected by said select unit (figure 6; column 12, lines 
43-45). 

At the time of the invention it would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in 
the art to include the mail address taught by Vertelney to the system disclosed by 
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Bendinelli and Portuesi: The motivation would have been that sending the address in 
the message makes it easier for the end user to use. 

Claim 16 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Bendinelli, Portuesi, Vertelney and as applied to claim 13 above, and further in view of 
Morrison. 

Referring to claim 16, Bendinelli, Portuesi, Vertelney do not disclose a remote 
controller according to claim 13, further comprising: a user information managing unit 
managing user information, wherein said mail production unit produces said electronic 
mail based on user information under control of said user information managing unit. 

Morrison discloses a remote controller according to claim 13, further comprising: 
a user information managing unit managing user information, wherein said mail 
production unit produces said electronic mail based on user information under control of 
said user information managing unit (figure 5). 

At the time of the invention it would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in 
the art to include the address book taught by Morrison to the system disclosed by 
Bendinelli, Portuesi, and Vertelney. The motivation would have been that providing a 
list of contacts makes it easier for the end user to use by not requiring the user to 
remember the information. 
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Conclusion 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Justin E. Shepard whose telephone number is (571) 
272-5967. The examiner can normally be reached on 7:30-5 M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Chris Grant can be reached on (571) 272-7294. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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